Severe bleeding diathesis associated with invasive aspergillosis in transplant patients.
A severe bleeding disorder developed in eight renal transplant patients with invasive aspergillosis. The hemorrhagic diathesis was characterized by wound oozing, severe upper and lower gastrointestinal tract hemorrhage, and mucosal bleeding at other sites. This unusual coagulopathy was characterized by a prolonged thrombin time, which was corrected with protamine sulfate, and an abnormal Reptilase time. The bleeding disorder antedated the diagnosis of invasive aspergillosis in all cases. The probability that the coagulopathy was due to proteolytic enzymes elaborated by Aspergillus sp. is discussed.